
Franklin MYP Humanities Objective:  The Humanities are the study of human development through the exploration of geography, economics, history, politics, religion, technologies, and culture.  Students develop research and analytical skills while gaining knowledge.  Further, students are encouraged to evaluate information and sources to formulate opinions and make judgments to establish a greater understanding of the world.
Course Overview:  MYP Humanities Level 1 (World History 1-2) is Year 1 in a two year study of World History.  This class offers an in-depth analysis of ancient history through the development of the modern world into the 19th century.    Students will focus on the development of democracy and justice and rise of modern governments.  We will study nationalism, political ideology, economics, religions, and modern philosophical and social movements.  

Further, this class is Year 1 of a four year study of the Humanities in the IB Program.  This course is designed to prepare students for the Diploma program through skill development and foundation content that students will continue their senior year.  This information will lay a foundation for Paper 1 and Paper 2 assessments during the IB program, plus develop necessary skills for success in all assessments during the IB program and beyond.
Course Themes and Topics:     

· Democracy:  Students will examine the development of new governmental structures in the modern world beginning with Greece and Rome.  Within this unit, students will analyze the nature of democracy and governments on politics, economics, and social movements and developments in various regions throughout the world.  Students will analyze how power is obtained and how power shifts between various groups throughout history; from kings, the church, to the common man.
· Revolution:  Students will analyze the outbreak of revolutions in France, America, and other countries throughout history in an effort to obtain and maintain power in an ever evolving world.  Students will create a comparative understanding of what a revolution is and how to apply concepts of revolution to various conflicts beginning in the 17th -20th centuries.    
· And Evolution:  Students will examine the effects and consequences of science and enlightenment on  the common man.  Students will understand the formation of modern nation-states and the role that industry, science, and philosophy had on the formation of our modern societies.  Students will further understand the evolution of people as a national identity and how the voice of man emerged with the emergence of a modern nation.  
Course skills and objectives:  

· Gain an understanding of the major events in world history from the early civilizations through the 19th Century
· Trace the major social issues of our time and relate them back to specific regions and time periods.

· Analyze: make comparisons, distinguish fact from opinion, and formulate their own viewpoints from others.

· Develop writing skills through analytical and evaluative assignments
· Deconstruct assessment questions and prepare appropriate responses.  

· Write a research paper in a specific format.

· Develop questions for historical investigation leading to appropriate analytical research.  

· Actively participate in group discussions and other activities.

Text Book:  

This course uses the World History (blue and green) book. However, the textbook will be used for homework assignments and creating foundation information. Students will be required to do additional reading beyond the textbook as well as participate in class lectures.  

Outside Readings:  The purpose of the outside readings is to expose students to scholarly writing and to gain in-depth perspectives into certain events.  It is imperative that students complete these readings in order to participate fully in class and perform successfully on various assessments and assignments.  

Primary  and Supplemental Documents Rationale

1. Connect students to the language that was used by historical figures.
2. Understand and evaluate key historical events, and the author’s motives for the creation of the documents.
3. Evaluate primary documents for relevance to research
4. Exposure to scholarly writing

5. Gain deeper understanding of people, events, movements, and ideas

Primary Assessments
1. Identifications and Comprehension skills (ID’s):  Students will be asked to identify the Who, What, When, Where, and Why (and How) of a single historical event, idea, person, or movement.  The expectation is that students will be able to explain the historical significance of an event, idea, person, or movement within the scope of this class. 
2. Short Answer Essay and Structured Paragraph response:  Students will able to respond to a single question in a fluid, multifaceted manner through evaluation and analysis of historical concepts within the scope of this class.  This assessment style will prepare students for Paper 1 and Paper 2 during their IB assessments.    Students will learn how to dissect a question using “command terms” to best respond to the assessment.
3. Data Extraction and Source Analysis:  Students will analyze various types of documents and sources including academic journal articles, fiction and nonfiction writing, newspapers, and political cartoons.  Students will be able to analyze these forms of documents in terms of OPVL (see above) to determine historical relevance, contemporary perspective, and appropriate research materials.   

Alternative Assessments and Projects

1. Visual Projects/Presentations:  Students will have the opportunity to express their creativity through content with various projects and presentations.  Students will develop research, synthesis, and analysis skills.  These projects are designed to be used as teaching opportunities for students to research focused questions in depth and present information in a clear, concise, and creative medium.  
2. Fishbowl, Socratic Seminars, and Debates:  Students will demonstrate understanding of historical concepts by discussing, questioning, and debating a historical article.  Students should include an analysis and judgments of the author’s thesis when appropriate.  Students will be expected to speak publicly, formally, and in front of an audience.
Research and the Internal Assessment
Students will be expected to write research papers or create research projects throughout the year.  A detailed explanation of each assignment will be given at the appropriate time.

A.  Internal Assessment introduction:  Students will prepare a research project based upon the Internal Assessment criteria of the Diploma Program.  This project is designed to allow students to explore a guided topic of their choosing.  Students will learn how to develop historical research questions, how to synthesize and analyzes historical content, how to properly cite research information, and how to complete the history research process, including use of the Turabian formatting requirements.
Preparation for the California Common Core Assessments:  Students will develop and review test preparation skills for their state assessments in April.  Preparation includes content development, test taking skills, and critical thinking development.

Participation:  It is imperative that students are prepared for class discussions.  Assigned readings will need to be completed on time so that discussions will be carried by the student-not the teacher. At the end of each quarter, students will receive a participation grade.

Binder:  Each student will need a 1” (recommended or larger) three ring binder.  This will be a graded assignment and will be used as an assessment.
Binder dividers
1. Course information, syllabus, calendars, and class grade checks
2. Historian’s Toolbox (skill handouts)
3. Maps (including map activities and map quizzes)

4. Notes  (class content) in a spiral notebook.
5. Readings including notes, outlines, bibliography 

6. ID Glossary 

7. Exams and quizzes
8. Returned homework, including projects and rubrics

Keep everything in this binder.  The skills and knowledge in this class are layered.  Information we use and discuss will be referred back to throughout the year.  Further, this class utilizes outside materials that will become necessary during projects, papers, and assignments.  

In addition, these binders will become valuable and necessary resources during the Junior and Senior years.  Students will be expected to have and access these binders throughout future classes.  Students who do not have their binders will be at a major disadvantage in these classes.  

Periodically, students will purge your notes and assignment sections to help keep the binder to a manageable size.  Finally, this is a graded assignment, so stay organized.

Grading Criteria:  Student work will be assessed based on the MYP criterion and rubrics.  MYP criterions are: 

1. Criterion A-- Knowing and Understanding 

2. Criterion B-- Investigating
3. Criterion C-- Thinking Critically
4. Criterion D-- Communicating
Further, students will be exposed to the grading mark bands used within the DP level to prepare students for continuation in the IB Diploma Program.  

In addition, most of your grade opportunities will come from exams, papers, and projects.  You will receive homework, but it will primarily be reading and note-taking, so do not count on homework to carry your grade.  Finally, there will be participation points available through active participation, adherence to classroom policies, and the binder.

Tardy Policy and Penalty procedures

1. You are considered tardy if you are not COMPLETELY in the room, with all necessary supplies, prepared to work when the bell rings.  

2. A tardy will only be excused if student provides a signed note from another teacher or the administration office.  If you know you need to be late or miss a class, you must clear it with me before that class.   

Extra Credit:  None will be offered do not ask.  My philosophy is that if you do your work and stay on top of the readings you will not need extra credit.  No extra credit will be awarded unless all assignments are completed.

Late Work and Make Up Exams:  On the day that you return from an absence, you will only have three days (per absence) to turn in late work.  In order to make up exams, you will need to schedule time outside of class so you will not miss more class time.
Class Room Rules:

1) Be actively prepared for class before the bell rings
2) Be polite and respectful of your learning environment
3) Be responsible for your learning
4) Be accountable for your actions.
*Notice that these rules are fairly general.  That means I can apply them to a variety of situations.*
Progressive Discipline Plan:

1. Conference with student
2. Call to parents
3. Referral to counselor/2nd call to parents
4. Request for a SAP meeting with parents
5. Referral to the administration
Electronics Policy and Penalty procedure:

According to the Student Conduct Codes:

Items which detract or distract from the learning environment are not to be brought to school. Such items may include but are not limited to: radios, head sets, recorder/players, television games, Dungeons and Dragons, Ouija boards, toys, matches, lighters, cards and beepers. Such items shall not be brought to school unless specifically authorized in writing by a teacher or administrator. Items will be taken away and turned into the office to be returned to the student with a warning at the end of the day.  [p. 8]

*Students are expected to comply with all school rules.  Cell phones, pagers, personal stereos & any other disruptive devices will be turned OFF and put away.  If any personal property becomes disruptive at any point during class time or during school hours (if I see it or hear it), school discipline procedures will apply.
Academic Honesty

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means:

1. to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own 

2. to use (another's production) without crediting the source 

3. to commit literary theft 

4. to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

(www.plagariarism.org)

Plagiarism is not acceptable on any terms.  Students in violation of academic honesty (plagiarism, cheating) will receive a zero on the assignment and will be referred to administration for suspension.

If at any time, you are concerned about possible violations or need help with clarification, ASK for help.  It is better to ask for help and guidance than to find yourself in violation.
*The information in this syllabus/guide is to help you understand our purpose and to provide information.  Please keep it in your binder and refer to it regularly!*
Student signature and agreement:

I have read the class syllabus.  I understand the class expectations and rules for this course.  I agree to follow all class and school rules. I understand I will be accountable for my behavior and my work in this class.  I agree to work with Mrs. Giannosa and communicate my needs in order to find success in this class.

Student Name: ______________________________________
I.D. Number:  ____________________________

Student Signature

Parent acknowledgement:


I have reviewed the class syllabus with my student.  I understand the information including course overviews, the grading policies, and school rules.  
Parent/Guardian signature

Home Phone:  _________________________________________

Cell Phone:  ___________________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________

Best way to contact you:  ________________________________
Mrs. Kristina Giannosa


Room B204


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kgiannosa@stockton.k12.ca.us" ��kgiannosa@stockton.k12.ca.us�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mrsgiannosa.weebly.com" ��www.mrsgiannosa.weebly.com�


IB Office:  209-933-7435 xt. 8268
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