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Content
	Organization
	Language

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors given below.
	The student does not reach any standard described 

below.
	The student does not reach any standard described

below.

	1-2
	The student demonstrates a very limited understanding of 

the relevant aspects of the topic or theme. The work lacks

 explanation of ideas and support for claims. The

 student’s response to literature demonstrates little or no

 understanding of the intention and different techniques

 of the author.
	The student’s work is generally disorganized and

confused. Arguments are not presented in a logical

manner. Paragraph structure and transitions are very

weak. 
	The student’s use of vocabulary is often inappropriate 

and limited. Very frequent errors in spelling,

 pronunciation, punctuation, and syntax persistently 

hinder communication. 

	3-4
	The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the 

relevant aspects of the topic or theme. Very few and often

 inappropriate references are used to explain ideas, and 

many claims are unsupported.  The student’s response

 to literature sometimes demonstrates an awareness of 

the intention and different techniques of the author.
	The student’s work shows the beginnings of 

organization. Arguments lack logical order. 

Paragraph structure and transitions are weak. 


	The student’s use of vocabulary is sometimes

appropriate but limited. Regular errors 

in spelling, pronunciation, punctuation, and syntax

 persistently hinder communication. 

	5-6
	The student demonstrates an inconsistent understanding of

 the relevant aspects of the topic or theme. A few references

 are used to explain ideas, and support claims. The 

student’s response to literature demonstrates an awareness

 of the intention and different techniques of the author.
	The student’s work is basically organized and clear.

Arguments show the beginnings of logical order. 

Paragraph structure and transitions are apparent. 


	The student’s use of vocabulary is sometimes

 appropriate and varied. Some errors in 

spelling, pronunciation, punctuation, and syntax

 sometimes hinder communication. 

	7-8
	The student demonstrates an understanding of the relevant

aspects of the topic or theme. Appropriate and specific

references are occasionally used to explain ideas, and 

support claims. The student’s response to

literature demonstrates an understanding of the intention

and different techniques of the author.
	The student’s work is usually organized, clear, 

and has a degree of coherence. Arguments may be

 presented in logical manner. Paragraph structure 

and transitions help to develop the ideas being 

expressed. 
	The student’s use of vocabulary is usually 
appropriate and somewhat varied. Occasional 
errors in spelling, pronunciation, punctuation 
and syntax sometimes  hinder communication. 


	9-10
	The student demonstrates a good  understanding of the

Relevant aspects of the topic or theme. Appropriate and

 specific references are often used to explain ideas, and

 support claims. The student’s response to 

literature demonstrates a good understanding of the 

intention and different techniques of the author.
	The student’s work is organized, clear, and generally

 coherent. Arguments are presented in a perceptive

 and persuasive manner. Paragraph structure and

 transitions develop and support the ideas being 

expressed.
	The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate and

varied with very few errors in spelling , 

pronunciation, punctuation, and syntax.
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