Rose bush:  

Who:  Hester Prynn

What:  a symbol representing transcendentalism

When:  Chapter 1

Where:  outside the prison door, Puritan village, late 1600’s

Why:  to represent wild nature (freedom) surrounded by the choking weeds.

How:  Hawthorne describes a beautiful, wild rosebush.  He tells us that this rosebush is very colorful and precious.  Its wild beauty is in direct contrast to the weeds that grow around the rosebush.  Ironically, it is placed directly outside of the threshold of the prison, offering comfort to the prisoners inside.  The weeds growing around the rosebush mirror the Puritans surrounding the prison in the opening scene of the novel.  If we accept this parallel, we can assume that the colorless, drab weeds represent the traditional Puritan people of Salem Massachusetts from the late 1600’s, which are also gray, drab, and colorless.  They are squelching the life of the rosebush, which symbolizes the opposite of traditionalism: transcendentalism.

*So what (part of why):  Therefore, we can conclude that the rosebush symbolizes transcendentalism.  As the weeds are surrounding the rosebush, the Puritans are surrounding Hester within the prison; therefore, Hester too represents transcendentalism.  Through Hawthorne’s favorable language of the rosebush, we can tell that he favors transcendentalism over the severity of the traditionalists.  


In chapter 1 of The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne describes a beautiful, wild rosebush.  He tells us that this rosebush is very colorful and precious.  Its wild beauty is in direct contrast to the weeds that grow around the rosebush.  Ironically, it is placed directly outside of the threshold of the prison, offering comfort to the prisoners inside.


The weeds growing around the rosebush mirror the Puritans surrounding the prison in the opening scene of the novel.  If we accept this parallel, we can assume that the colorless, drab weeds represent the traditional Puritan people of Salem Massachusetts from the late 1600’s, which are also gray, drab, and colorless.  They are squelching the life of the rosebush, which symbolizes the opposite of traditionalism: transcendentalism.  Therefore, we can conclude that the rosebush symbolizes transcendentalism.  As the weeds are surrounding the rosebush, the Puritans are surrounding Hester within the prison; therefore, Hester too represents transcendentalism.  Through Hawthorne’s favorable language of the rosebush, we can tell that he favors transcendentalism over the severity of the traditionalists.  

