
Course Syllabus for Mrs. Schoch Giannosa
IB Diploma, Language A, HL 1

IB Junior Literature


Welcome.  This class is the first year of a two year course and satisfies Group 1 in the IB hexagon.  Both years must be completed for the IB diploma.  

Language A:  literature aims:
· Develop in students an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism.

· Develop the students’ ability to form independent literary judgments and to support those ideas.

Group 1 aims:

· Introduce students to a range of tests from different periods, styles, and genres.
· Develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and make relevant connections.
· Develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication.
· Encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are written and received.
· Encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning.
· Encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts.
· Promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature.
(from the IB Language A Literature Guide
IB Language A Internal Assessments Components:
· The Language A- Internal Assessments are completed by the end of Year 1.

· Internal Assessments equal 30% of the IB score for Language A. 
· Each Assessment is worth 30 marks and 15% of the overall ELA score.
Course Work and Assessments:
Semester 1 (Part 4):  Options (must include works other than prose) (30 marks) 15% of overall score
· Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  (prose)
· Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe   (prose)
· Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain  (prose)  
· A Modest Proposal and other satires by Jonathan Swift  (work other than prose)
IB Assessment:  Internal Oral Presentation (IOP) (30 marks) 15% of overall score



10-15 minute formal presentation based on works studied.  

Semester 2  (Part 2):  Detailed Study from 3 literary genres (must include poetry)

· Hamlet by William Shakespeare (drama)

· Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (prose)

· Poetry by Walt Whitman and Robert Frost  (poetry)
IB Assessment:  Internal Oral Commentary and Discussion (IOC)



10 minute oral commentary on literature studied



10 minute oral discussion with teacher regarding non-poem literature

Additional literature and readings will be incorporated throughout the year to enhance student understanding of the primary works for this course.  

Course Requirements  
Students are expected to be prepared when they attend class. Every day, students need to have with them:
· Most important:  An open mind willingness to learn and engage.

· Class binder with paper
· Current piece of literature under study

· Highlighters and writing utensils

· In addition, a dictionary and thesaurus available at home or in a backpack will be helpful on many assignments.

· Access to computer technology for research and composition of work (typing).

Class Rules and expectations

1) Respect yourself, others, and school property.  

2) Always do your personal best at all times.  

3) Keep your hands, arms, feet, fingers, body, and belongings to yourself at all times.

4) Raise your hand to be heard.  “Blurter-outers” will be burned at the stake and tortured!!!

5) Use common sense.  You are expected to act in a professional manner.

Grading Policy

Your grade will comprise of 

1. Assessment tasks

2. Written assignments

3. Exams and quizzes
4. Projects
5. Homework, 

6. Classroom participation, 

7. Class binder.  

Arrangements to turn in work late must be made in advance and must have my approval.  Late assignments without my approval will be be severely penalized (50% or more).  I reserve the right to refuse to accept late work depending on the assignment and the lateness (after 72 hours).

Do not ask for extra credit opportunities.  Extra credit is not guaranteed.  Further, extra credit cannot replace an assignment; it will only be included in your grade if all assignments are turned in.

Tardy Policy and Penalty procedures

· You are considered tardy if you are not COMPLETELY in the room, with all necessary supplies, prepared to work when the bell rings.  

· A tardy will only be excused if you provide a signed note from another teacher or the administration office.  If you know you need to be late or miss a class, you must clear it with me before that class.   

· Consistent or excessive tardies (i.e., more than 1) will result in disciplinary action.

Electronics Policy and Penalty procedure:

According to the Student Conduct Codes:

Items which detract or distract from the learning environment are not to be brought to school. Such items may include but are not limited to: radios, head sets, recorder/players, television games, Dungeons and Dragons, Ouija boards, toys, matches, lighters, cards and beepers. Such items shall not be brought to school unless specifically authorized in writing by a teacher or administrator. Items will be taken away and turned into the office to be returned to the student with a warning at the end of the day.  [p. 8]

*Cell phones, pagers, personal stereos & any other disruptive devices will be turned OFF and put away.  If any personal property becomes disruptive at any point during class time or during school hours (if I see it or hear it), the following procedures will be followed:

1st offense:  Item confiscated until the end of the day.  I will return item to student.

2nd offense:  Item turned into office for administrative referral.  

Administrative procedures followed. 

Academic Honesty

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means:
1. to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own 

2. to use (another's production) without crediting the source 

3. to commit literary theft 

4. to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.

(www.plagariarism.org)
Plagiarism is not acceptable under any circumstances.  This includes using the teacher’s work or another student’s work as your own (collusion).  Students in violation of academic honesty will face severe consequences, which may include zero scores on assignments, failing an overall unit or class, parent conferences, and possible removal from the MYP/IB program.  If at any time, you are concerned about possible violations or need help with clarification, ASK for help.  It is better to ask for help and guidance than to find yourself in violation.
Rewards and Incentives!

You are always expected to follow all classroom and school rules.  Therefore, in my class, I will strive to recognize good behavior and actions by my students when applicable.

1. Praise and personal acknowledgement for a job well done!!  Often (hopefully Daily)!!!  

2. More praise and kudos for work well done. (This may include sudden high-fives and posting exceptional work on the work board).

3. Embarrassingly fun praise and excitement resulting in spontaneous dance moves by teacher.

4. Other incentives as appropriate to curriculum and productive class time.

Contacting Me

“Learning is not attained by chance; it must be sought for with ardor and attended to with diligence.”

—Abigail Adams
Here is my contact information:

Mrs. Schoch-Giannosa

Room 






   C29

School Telephone: 

(209) 933-7435

Personal Cell:  

(209) 639-1271

School Email: 

kschoch@stockton.k12.ca.us
Alternate Email:  

Kristina.giannosa@yahoo.com
Website:  



   www.mrsgiannosa.weebly.com
Please have this form signed and return this form to Mrs. Schoch-Giannosa immediately.
Students:

Please read the following statement below, then sign below:

“By signing, I agree that:

I have read the class syllabus.  I understand the course requirements and expectations.  I agree to abide by all class rules and expectations.   I understand that failure to do my work or participate in class will severely harm my grade and could result in failing the course.  Failing the course, could result in removal from the IB program.  I also understand that failure to follow the rules or meet class expectations will result in disciplinary action.”
________________________________________

____________________________________

Student Signature





Print Name

________________________________________

_____________________________________

Student I.D. 






Date

Parents:

Please read the following statement, then sign below:

“My student has shown me the course syllabus.  I am aware and familiar with the course syllabus, the course requirements, and the classroom expectations.  I understand that if my child does not meet homework and class work deadlines, his/her grade will be severely penalized and could result in failure of the course.  “

________________________________________

_____________________________________

Parent Signature





Date

________________________________________

_____________________________________

Email address (If applicable)




Phone Number







Quote for the day!


Outside of a dog, a book is man's best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to read.


–Groucho Marx
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